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both in the town and suburbs, were confiscated by the French
on their taking possession of the country, and given to officials
of the Government, most of whom sold them, not being able to
keep up such expensive establishments and grounds. A few
fine villas here and there in the environs have again fallen into '
the hands of wealthy natives.

The "regulation71 Arab house is always commenced in the
same way; whatever the shape of the lot of ground is, there
must be a square court, sometimes with a fountain in the cen-
tre and a colonnade surrounding the court; the smallest col-
umns, one at each corner, with ornamented balustrade between
them, support the upper story on horseshoe arches, with a rep-
etition, of the same number of columns and arches supporting
the roof; then rooms, of every conceivable shape, to suit the
convenience of the owner and to make the best of every inch of
the lot, are built around the court, the doors and windows, with
iron gratings, opening into it; the outer .wall forms a kind of
fortress, with few and very small windows. The Arabs as well
as the English can say that "a man's house is his castle." In
the large country houses the same rule is observed on a larger
scale and with more columns, with a very extensive outer court
enclosed by a long colonnade and wall. Bai'a's house was of
the most modest order, a mere nutshell; a court seven feet
by four was converted once a week into an extensive laundry,
where Fatma, a jovial and good - natured negress, was in her
element Under the stair-way, just wide enough for one, was
a well, next to which was a tiny room, which received light
only from the court The lame and lonely specimen of female
humanity to whom this room was rented did all her cooking
at the door, and when sfce was fortunate enough to afford to
fry anything like a mutton-chop I was obliged to leave my
easel for the .time being.